+ Japanese Writing Practice
Free Kanji

Radical Guide

Learn common kanji radicals through
visual clusters, example kanji, and useful words.
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Water Radical Cluster: ; (7K)

Kanji that share the water radical often connect to water, liquids, washing, or flow.

W/ F
pond

® 3 &

SH [ A Ho5(D) />
sea wash

IAT LY/ sanzui
water radical

@

hh/h S/ >a
river alcohol / sake

5 (sanzui) is the left-side radical form of 7K. The source kanji 7K is read &9/ X

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
y ' Wi/ F B (TABL) battery
; H5(3)/ 2> w2 (H53) to wash
j Sl />a BAE (ICIZALY) Japanese sake
A N oYW A (D) river mouth
5 ............ ............. 5(7,/734 ............. .............. /ﬁﬂ{(b\uj—u) .............. ................... Seawater ....................
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Water Radical Practice ‘;

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.
Wi/ F ~ ~
l.m 7/ ~ ~
/ pond / /
5(5) /&2 ~ ~
:?[-' H5(3) /> S \
/ wash / /
ST/ Pa ~ ~

s N

alcohol / sake

a 758

5 ~ ~
R ﬁ SH [ hA d /_ d /_
B /|| T
Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
TAB
[SEN == ~
EE./'li"! battery EE, ;
H55
: — ~ —
/55 2 to wash ;
IZIEFA L

EZK;E Japanese sake E $ 5

hT >

NG| 2
;—J I:l river mouth ;q

LI L

N :/_
I§7k sea water /ﬂ 7J<
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Person Radical Cluster: 1 (A)

Kanji with the person radical often relate to people, roles, actions, or human qualities.

P9(L)/Fav
rest
3(0)/vav h51e | 241
live / reside body
([CANA [ ninben

person radical

K(B) /B RIC,BA B
make what

1 (ninben) is the left-side radical form of A. The source kanji Alisread D& /&>, Z>.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
& ¥9(0)/Fav R (¥TH) rest / holiday
7 YR 5 (TeLWh&<) physical strength
fa] RIS, BA A AN (BRAICA) how many people
......... ﬂE ,)<(5)/_,j_7 ﬂ55(3<5) tomake
......... 1Ij(t)//171iﬁﬁ(bm)5u:)address
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Person Radical Practice 1

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

o T (% SIRZS
o VIR
mo CIREE]
e 7 B 1E
g F 1+

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.

PIH

1*& rest / holiday 1*

7=\ b & <

{ijj physical strength 1$

BAICA

1E'I.A how many people 1ﬂ.

2<%

ﬂE 5 to make 1/E

LwSL&

(E3zii e 1I B

N>
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Sun / Day Radical Cluster: H

Kanji with the sun radical often relate to days, time, light, or daily life.

iz

BHNBL) | XA
bright
A2 CE/T
evening time

o,0/=F,>Y
sun / day radical

52(3%)/ ITA —/3v
reflect / project weekday

H can appear as a standalone kanji or as a component.

Kanji Readings Example Words Meaning
.......... H H%b\(éu)/X{Eﬂéu(%b\éu)brlght
.......... H #tg//ﬂ%%ﬁ(bb\h)tlme
.......... HE _/EvﬁHEE(HOCk—BU)Monday
.......... H *Dg(é)/Ifﬂ%E(iuﬁ)mo\”e
.......... Hﬁ _//\\/éﬂﬁ(:/wih)thlsevenmg
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Sun Radical Practice

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

w0 B BH
B BF | BT
- I P BE
o o || fok
R iR %

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.

HMNB L

EE%L\ bright EH 5 \/\

ChA

Rife] time H% Fﬁﬁ

IF2&5T

HEgH =]

Monday

ZWA

S
mE . BR | [EB]
%

CABA

this evening
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Tree / Wood Radical Cluster: &

Kanji with the tree radical often relate to trees, wood, plants, or wooden objects.

(L />
woods

TH V> BLO /Y
village forest
/€Y, KD
tree / wood radical
br /KRy — /3w

book / origin school

7K can appear as a standalone kanji or as a component.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
y 73 IFPL /U itk (B<DA) bamboo grove
£ O /Y HM(LADA) forest / woodland
5% —/3av FR(H2C3) school
p.N b /K> KE (1FAX) bookstore
......... N.LB/\/\/MA(ELBU(\:)V”Iager

japanesewritingpractice.com



Tree Radical Practice N

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

o MR

o/ s || #As
ﬁ forest ** **

gl R 1%

b /KRy

2: book / origin $ $
T/

i MR
village

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.

5{DA

(UES

=
3

bamboo grove

LADA

X s

**** forest / woodland *7'( **
Ho>IZ5

= =l v

%*—fé school % *’ 3
[FAX

- &
bookstore

50

=
N villager * T.I- A

japanesewritingpractice.com



mouth / opening Radical Cluster: 1

Kanji with the mouth radical often relate to speaking, eating, openings, or sounds.

Ph(nL) /7
harmony / Japanese style

® - "@

3) /'Y AET [T,
quest|on right

<6/39,79
mouth / opening radical

HL /= B[ XA, 237
taste name

[ can appear as a standalone kanji or as a smaller square component. Do not confuse it with [].

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning

11| »hH(5<) /7 ME (L&) Japanese food

a AT[T,A7T BF (H#TTC) right hand
......... %fd/x{,:av%ﬁu(@ix)name
ujk ......................... %L/E .................................. %:u*(ugj) ....................................... meanmg .....................
.......... F Fﬂ(\:(a)/%\/Fnﬁ%(%/vtu)pmblem/questlon
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Mouth Radical Practice

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.
*D PhH(5<)/7
harmony / Japanese style D D

HE [,

=R a =
g -2 AE=
% 1 QS
M fed | [

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
L &<

*uﬁ Japanese food *D ﬁ
HET

BEX

E%E right hand E
%

name

ﬁl]* LA
= =T
= meaning ,§\ l]*
BHATEW
1] =
Fl:ﬁL problem / question FI:E E/E\
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Speech / Words Radical Cluster: § (§)

Kanji with the speech radical often relate to speaking, language, communication, or ideas.

\3%(3) /7
speak / story
I
I
O
[
EhNBD) | 71 (%
measure / plan language/word
CANA [ gonben

speech / words radical

-
N
q‘

(9)/* K@)/ Ry
record read

(gonben) is the left-side radical form of &. The source kanji S isread C& /7>, d>.

onji

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
E ........................ ‘ifd(j—)/vgﬁj—“ifdj) ..................................... tospeak .....................
B nie(%)/ 3 BAGE (ICIFAC) Japanese language
L K(T)/ FT 5l (£T) to read
5C L3(9)/* B (ICoF) diary
% ........... .......... ‘ ib\(é)/ﬁ_{ ......... ................ H%H(\:HL\) ................ ................ CIOCklwatCh .................
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Speech Radical Practice =

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

3%(9) /7 — —

= s

speak / story

- h=(3)/ 3 = =
(5[] - -

language / word [m | | [ |

L(E)/ ko — —

T AJC || BJL

= L3(9)/* — —
DB record n n
IEHNB) | 71 — —

it 5T

measure / plan

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
- 34y -
3] =E

to speak a

IZIEAC

[a]m]

m
s}

[Tl

Pt e
1]

Japanese language

e
to read aJL

St
C¥
il
3
Ct

o &

m
Fﬂl
m
il
cu

diary

Zirn

B%E-I- clock / watch H% E
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Heart / Mind Radical Cluster: i)

Kanji with the heart radical often relate to feelings, thoughts, attention, or states of mind.

W/ LY
love / romance

i TR\
WEM(LWY) /RD ' l \ HEH(3) />
busy think
z ety D
heart / mind radical
WE(<)/Fa7 | R

hurry / sudden forget

/1Ly can appear as a standalone kanji, as | on the left, or as . below.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning

RN W/ Lr BN (SWTK) partner / sweetheart

& H5H(3) /> B3 (HH3) to think

= DY (NB) /KT Sha (hInsd) to forget
Im .................. L\%(<)/:\:J'7 .............................. <(L\%<)t0hurry .....................
’It ......... ...... L\%b‘(u/\)/d_\'j ...... ........... | ltu,\(u%ﬁu/\) ........................ busy ........................
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Heart Radical Practice TN

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.
W/ L>
N / AR | 7T~
7en love / romance 0N JON
BbH(3)/>
=2 EH  Ed
TN ik ION || 10N
hI(hBd)/ R
= = =
forget ILJ\ / LJ\
WE(Q)/Faw
N hurry / sudden VA RN LN
Weh(LW) /R
e | e
busy
Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
WU
ZAVN 7PN
partner / sweetheart JCA
BH5
E = —
oD to think % 9
hbIhs

=
lb\n% to forget E h 5

we

;
oS
\
g
>

to hurry

Wzh LWL

tLn el Lo
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Hand / Action Radical Cluster: ¥ (F)

Kanji with the hand radical often relate to actions performed with the hands.

H(D) /o
hold
03(5)/vay * 3(0) /&
pick up hit

TAA [ tehen
hand / action radical

B(9)/ 4V B(1F3)/ b
push throw

¥ (tehen)is the left-side radical form of 3. The source kanji Fisread T/ 2.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
......... ;%:E)(O) o e oo
1:]-5(,))/9 ................................ HO(DO) -
........... Q@(Hé)/l\v&.ﬁé(@ué)tothrow
......... ﬁlb(j—)/jv #Fj—(jaj—) tOPUSh
......... *305(5)//1'7%5(055)topICkup
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Hand Radical Practice ¥

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

B 15| 15
j:]- :it(o) /& j:]- j:]-

j:n’ #(F3)/ ~Y JL JL
X throw X 2

o i |

j:A 03(3)/>av $/E\ j:é

pick up

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.

HD

$% = to hold *% 9

1:]- = to hit j:]- O

BFB

j:ﬁ Lj-‘ 5 to throw 1:9 L -jl‘ 5

59

}qa 3_ to push j:$ _3_

035

to pick up
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Roof / Shelter Radical Cluster: ™

Kanji with the roof radical often relate to homes, rooms, shelter, or things kept indoors.

Wz ,26/ 74
house / home

® py @

e/ av (L) /
lodging safe / cheap

SHALD [ ukanmuri
roof / shelter radical

P (=

HE | A/
character room

= (ukanmuri) is a top-form radical. It has a radical name, but no normal standalone kanji reading.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
.......... - L\i,,sg/jj%‘_(ﬁ,_(b\%()fam”y
Tz}@j—(u)/}ﬂ\/ .......................... EL\()@j—L\) ........................................ C heap .......................

= RS YA H=E(Z£50LD) classroom
.......... $ %3//7£$(b\/ub)kanjl
......... Tﬁ)@{//ﬂgﬁﬂﬁ(bU)(tu)homework
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Roof Radical Practice -

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

— Wx,35/%
£

house / home

i YW/ T

safe / cheap

(R WAV

il

room

HE D

ol

m B O 34
mil | | NF R

character
—— =
1E lodging
Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
&<

family

)
&
N
S

PIL

4
Py,
<

cheap

FT&LOLD

o
i
il

classroom

AL

4
ek
it

kanji

o5 Ly rEn — g
‘TEEL homework 1§ é
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Thread / Silk Radical Cluster: %

Kanji with the thread radical often relate to threads, textiles, joining, or continuity.

‘ /i\’

ANG Y%
paper

E(3B)/>av
group / assemble end
we /o
thread / silk radical
FE(V) /A ikt
thin / fine picture
% (itohen) is the left-side radical form of .

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning
i has | > Fi (THH) letter
X E(hB)/>aw Bh3(Eh3) to end
¥4 et e (ZIEA) picture book
#H IFZ(V) /o B (1FZV) thin
#H g @)V 2 BT (<L) é to assemble
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Thread Radical Practice f]’-‘\‘

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.

YD

® #E K
B(h3)/ 2w

< end li‘{ Ii‘{

4 A0 AN\ gy
Il picture 1 ‘K )} ‘K

FZ(W) /Yo

m wllEt
thin / fine I 1IN
@) /v

%E' group / assemble I%H I%H

Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.

ThH

L. F #K

ED3

I%%bé to end < b 5

ZIFA

& AN\
I%KZ': picture book %ﬁ z:

E3 0

%EL\ thin %E L\

<T

I%HB to assemble I%H {)\
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Movement / Road Radical Cluster: i_

Kanji with the movement radical often relate to roads, travel, direction, or moving through space.

A5 [ KD
road / way

NG
g

cHE(WY) /> B5H (W) /[ F
far near

LAIC&ES [ shinnyou
movement / road radical

BL(B) VD —/>aw
send week

i_ (shinnyou) wraps around the lower-left side of a kanji. It has a radical name, but no normal standalone kanji reading.

Kaniji Readings Example Words Meaning

B H5 [ R B (¥53) road / street
......... ﬁgb\(u)/:\:\/ﬁu(gb\u)near
......... @_//Jvﬁ@(iub@j)e\/ewweek
......... Ea((é)/\/ﬁﬁé(ﬁ(é)tosend
......... ﬁtb(b\)/Iyéu(t%u)far
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Movement Radical Practice L

Kanji Writing practice Trace the models, then write independently.
N -é- H5 [ R \E \E
= sy JI=RIPL=]
\ﬁ' 5MW)/ F> \)_’I_ \E
o e JARIpaR

—/>av \ﬂ \}'ﬂ
week lE. L—n

(25

\;é BL(B)/ VY \% \%
L send l_ L
- EBL/TY == || v
Example WOI’d practice Trace the word, then write it once on your own.
£33
\E ~
Lﬂg road / street IE Eg
\ﬁ' BHL
\ N
= L near lﬁ L \

FWlw>

)
o
i
o

every week

‘* LB .

Lé to send ﬁ 5
S BV ~
EL far l% L\
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